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June, 1986, Volume 31, Number 4

John Schuurman gave his 110th
performance of .. Eccentric Preachers" at
the festival.

Although the morning was chilly, spring was In the air as 100 Arts 200 studants watched their yallow balloons gat carried
away by the wind.

ereative Roots Arts Festival
Kellogg, Haan, and Schuurman bring their art to Dordt
Sally Jongsma

Kellogg'S exhibit 01 paintings 01,
landscapes-drew many to the

Tennessee

chapel mezzanine.

We wanted to
clarify ...the idea
that art grows out
of an artist's
experience.

More than 100 daffodil-yellow
balloons floated skyward from
Dordt's Student Union Building on
Monday morning, March 10. The
colorful send-off marked the beginning of the Spring Festival of the
Arts, a week packed full of exciting
artistic events for students, faculty
and community.
The week's activities centered
around the theme "Creative
Roots" and featured guest artists
who developed that theme in the
areas of art, literature, music, and
theatre.
Guest of Honor for the week was
Dr, Henrietta Ten Harmsel, who
was born and raised in Sioux
Center, A former English teacher at
Western Christian High School in
Hull, Iowa, and an English professor at Calvin College for many
years, Ten Harmsel has recently
spent much of her time translating
Dutch poetry and children's verse.
In addition to reading some of this
poetry reflecting her own roots during a chapel and at a special
reading for community children,
Ten Harmsel spoke on the importance of Flannery O'Connor's roots
by discussing O'Connor's idea of
an artist's true country.
Ed Kellogg, a painter from Chattanooga, Tennessee, spent several
days on campus as guest artist.
His show, "Wilderness Still Life
Painting," an exhibit of close-up
Tennessee
landscapes,
was
displayed in the Chapel mezzanine

during the festival week. In addition, Kellogg gave two "informances" on his work. In these
informal and informative performances, the artist presented his
understanding of how loving Christ
affects the way he works as an artist. Kellogg, too, stressed the importance of experience in his work.
Through a series of slides of his
paintings, he illustrated the influences different stages in his life.
had on his work. Today, living near
the woods and hills of Tennessee,
nature occupies a big part in his
life and work. ,
Raymond Haan, a composer who
serves as a church organist and
choir director as well as a high
school English teacher, presented
two informances titled "One Lump:
The Artist as Potter and Clay."
Haan pointed out the importance
of a musical heritage upon which
to build, stressing the need for setting a musical climate in our
homes, schools and churches. In
his own compositions Haan draws
on his Dutch CRC background and
his early awareness of and exposure to classical music. During
the festival, he accompanied the
Dordt College Chorale as they
sang two of his works in chapel.
John Schuurman,
a 1968
graduate of Dordt College: was the
guest artist in theatre. (see
"Through
the Prism"
p. 7)
Schuurman, who spent several
years as an actor, is now a pastor

in the Christian Reformed Church.
On Thursday afternoon Schuurman
presented his one-man performance of "Eccentric Preachers" to
a packed house. The production is
based on the life of Charles
Spurgeon,
the great English
evangelist. Schuurman also gave
an informance titled "Let's Talk
about Theatre and Church,"
discussing the role of theatre in
worship.
Many other musical, theatrical,
and even culinary events filled the
week. Dr, Joan Ringerwole gave an
continued on page 2

Artist Ed Kellogg traced the experiences
in his life that have Influenced his
painting.

Creative

R06~$'(continued
from page 1)
<,

organ recital, which included the
premiere performance of "Fantasy
for B-A-C-H," a piece written by
composer/conductor
Nobuya
Matsuda, a fellow of Dordt's
Studies Institute. The Dordt Oollege Band presented a concert
featuring an elegy to the deceased
American astronauts. The theatre
arts department staged the play
Kingdom Come, telling the story of
a group of Norwegian emigrants
and their struggle to leave their
roots and survive the open plains,
the wind, and the grasshoppers of

their new country. The film, The
Emigrants, tracing a similar struggle for Swedish emigrants, played
on Friday and Saturday. And at
each of these events different
ethnic refreshments were served.
Roggebrood, banket, peanuts, Jan
Hagels, scones, oliebollen, or
rosettes with an accompanying
beverage pleased the palates of
those who attended. On Sunday
afternoon, in a stirring finale to the
week, the Sioux County Orchestra
and the Dordt College Concert Choir
presentedBrahm's "Requiem." 0

The Dordt College Concert Choir end Sioux County Orchestre joined to present
Brahm's Requiem.

Festival ties the creative process to people's lives

In a few quiet minutes of concentration
before chapel, Raymond Haan familiarizes
himself with Dordt's organ.

Participants in the "Creative
Roots" Arts Festival experienced
the roles that creativity and one's
roots play in the shaping of an art
work. And that was one of the main
goals of the festival, according to
division coordinator Dr. James
Koldenhoven.
"In planning the festival," says
Koldenhoven, "we tried to look at
our needs as a community in relation to the arts. We wanted to
clarify for ourselves and our audience the idea that art comes
from where an artist is." Since art
grows out of an artist's experience,
focusing on the theme of roots
became a logical choice.
But there was another reason
why Koldenhoven and the arts division faculty wanted to explore the
creative roots of the artist's work.
"When you live in a rural setting, it
seems you are always studying
about artists
in some other

From the President. ..
I recently attended a meeting
of the Christian Schools International Task Force in Grand
Rapids, Michigan. The Task Force
is composed of leaders in the
Christian school community, who
meet regularly to advise CSI on a
variety of educational issues. The
agenda for the meeting included
the following.
1. A policy statement concerning Christian School enrollment,
admission, and governance.
2. A discussion about how to
address the pending teacher
shortage.
3. A proposal to promote Christian education from kindergarten
through college.
All of these SUbjects are extremely important, but I am
especially interested in the third
item, namely, promoting Christian education at all levels.
Previous Task Force meetings
have noted that there has been an
erosion
of commitment
to
Christian education-especially
Christian higher education. As
Reformed Christians, we have
always insisted that Christian
education is important on all
levels, from kindergarten through
college. We have gone so far as to
give serious consideration to
establishing a Reformed University in North America. Nevertheless, many of our Christian
high school graduates are going
to secular colleges and universities, or they are matriculating at
colle es which do not share our
. VOICE, Page 2

Reformed perspective and commitment.
Some claim that the decline in
the percentage of Christian high
school graduates attending our
Christian colleges can be explained. In the material attached
. to our Task Force agenda five
reasons are given. Let me cite
these reasons and give a brief,
personal response.
1. Costs are prohibitive. Some
parents and students simply cannot afford the high price for tuition and housing.
Christian education is costly,
and it is extremely difficult for
some to meet these costs, but

this has never been seen as an excuse for sending our children to
public grade schools and high
schools. Why should it be an excuse for sending them to a
secular college or university?
2. Standards are too rigid.
Some high school graduates can
succeed at secular colleges, but

place-New York, Chicago, Paris,
Rome," says Koldenhoven. "Art
seems so far removed. The arts
division wanted to help people experience art, see how it is created,
and thereby bring it closer to their
everyday lives.
Planning for the "Creative
Roots" Arts Festival began nearly

Dr. Henrietta Ten Harmsel

the academic standards at Christian colleges appear to be too
demanding.
I'm not sure this is true. But
assuming for a moment that it is
true, is this a reason for sending
our children to secular institutions? Should we not expect our
Christian colleges to provide high
quality education? And should we
not insist upon the best education for our youth.
3. Convenience. Most communities have community colleges. Some students attend
these schools for two years and
then transfer to either a state college or a Christian college.
Most communities do have
junior colleges-and
also fouryear colleges and universities.
,This}~ .cert.'~inlyth~ case,in Iowa.,
But most communities also have
public grade schools and high
schools. Does the fact that such
schools
are conveniently
available mean that we should
send. our children to these
schools?
4. Tradition. Parents say, "We
attended a public college, and
there is no reason why our
children can't do the same."
It's true, of course, that a
number of parents have attended
public colleges. However, it
seems to me that these parents,
because of the experiences that
they have had at public institutions, should be those who are
the most insistent upon giving
their children a Christian college
education. I also attended a
secular university-for
postgraduate education-and that ex-

18 months before the festival occurred. Its focus was limited to
visual art, music, and theatre
because of the current structure of
the academic divisions at Dordt.
After selecting the theme, faculty
members began looking for Christian artists to participate in the
festival.
The festival was also planned as
an "Iowa Homecoming 86" event
in response to a state-wide effort
to celebrate Iowa and Iowans. Dr.
Henrietta Ten Harmsel, who was
born and raised in Sioux Center,
was the special Iowa Homecoming
guest.
"The festival was an all-around
success," says Koldenhoven. In
spite of a few minor hitches and a
general lack of sleep on the part of
the organizers, they are ready to
think about another one for the
future.
0

perience has made me more convinced than ever of the absolute
necessity of Christian higher
education for our youth.
5. Witness in the "real world."
Parents will defend having their
students attend a public college
because it affords an excellent
opportunity to bear witness to the
Christian faith.
I find this reason the most difficult to understand. The school
has not been established as a
place for witness. Along with the
home .and the church, the
school-especially
the Christian
grade school, high school, and
college-is
intended to nurture
and train our children in order that
they may live and witness in the
"real
world."
Would these
parents who want their children
to witnes's
in the
"real
world"-and
I'm not sure what
they
mean
by the "real
world"-also
place them in an
unbelieving home so that they
could witness? Or would they
send their children to a nonChristian church-there are such
churches-so
they
could
witness?
I am sure that we will spend
much time in the Task Force
meeting discussing why there
has been an erosion of commitment to Christian higher education. And I believe that we should
carry on that discussion. But, at
the outset, I must confess that I
believe there are few, if any, good
reasons for sending our children
to a public grade school, high
school, or college.
Dr. J.B. Hulst

-"

Zambian professor urges students to
help train Christians in his country
Zambian Christians need the
leadership of American and Canadian Christian scholars to help
Zambians apply their faith to all
areas of their lives, according to
Dr. Ackson Kanduza, instructor of
African History at the University of
Zambia, Lusaka, Zambia. Kanduza,
who is lecturing this year at UCLA
under the sponsorship of the
Council for International Exchange
of Scholars, spoke at Dordt College on April 3 and 4 on the topics
of "African Nationalism and Christian Discipleship."
"We need American scholars in
edncatlon, medicine, business,
and theology," says Kanduza."But
most of all we need strong leaders
who can work within the Christian
community." However, he is quick
to point out, "We ask that
Americans try not to force their
culture on ours."
It was only 22 years ago that
Zambia gained independence from
British rule. According to Kanduza,
most Zambians still associate
Christianity with the negative effects of colonialism. "[Christian]
Zambians are seeking to separate
Christianity's
relation to colonialism and are now asking,
'How can we apply Christianity to
our own culture?' "
Zarnbta first encountered the
Reformed faith in 1896 with the
establishment
of the Dutch
Reformed Church. Today, the goal
of the Reformed Church in Zambia
is to remain true both to the Scriptures and to Zambia's young peo,PIe during the cultural "change of
hands" which the country is now
experiencing. Currently, 52 percent
of the population is under the age

Ministers

from the midwest gathered

!i
!•

of 19. Reformed Church membership in Zambia exceeds 500,000.
"Christianity is becoming very
popular among the young people,"
says Kanduza.But he is concerned
that they remain one community of
young and old working together.
Building that community is crucial
for the growth of a Reformed
cultural vision in Zambia. As
Kanduza sees it, the United States
and Canada can be instrumental in
helping to provide leadership in
this process. "The Christian
Reformed Church in Zambia must
have strong leadership," he says.
"Ninety-nine percent of all CH
pastors are natives, and they need
more education. We pray that the
United States and Canada might
supply qualified
leaders and
pastors to train our native leaders
more proficiently in the faith."
According to Kanduza, due to
the lack of government support,
few Zambians can attend school.
Zambia needs people such as
Dordt students' who could contribute to training leaders.
. Kanduza concludes that now is
the time for Christian leadership to
spread both in the Reformed
circles and beyond. Unlike in the
United States, where religious
beliefs are not allowed in state-run
schools, in Zambia Kanduza feels
he can incorporate his Reformed
perspective into every level of his
teaching.
In Zambia, religious freedom has
positive meaning-much to the advantage of Reformed Christianity.
Given the training they need, Kanduza is confident that Zambian
Christians can have a powerful impact on their culture.
0

for lectures,

discussion,

coffee and fellowship

Rev. Chul Soo Haan and Rev. Enl Nam pyun Join Dr. Hulst and Rev. Gil Kamps lor
continued

discussion

over coffee.

Faculty members
address Korean pastors'
conference
Korean pastors and elders of the
Christian Reformed denomination
gathered for a conference at Dordt
College on Wegnesday, April 30.
They, along with many of their
spouses, attended lectures given'
by faculty members, toured the
campus, and met together for a
discussion of their church work.
Twenty-four people attended the
conference. Most of the participants were from churches in
California, but pastors from Korean
Christian Reformed Churches in
Chicago and Guam also came to
Dordt. All of the lectures were
translated
into the Korean
language as they were given.
President Hulst invited the
Korean pastors to Dordt's campus
for their annual meeting because
they were interested in discussing
Christian higher education. The
college set up a program in which
several faculty members from different discipiines described how
their Reformed perspective shaped
the teaching of their subject.
Hulst gave the initial presentation describing the Christian vision
out of which Dordt works. Dr. John
Van Dyk spoke to them on "The
Relationship between the Bible
and Christian Education." Other
faculty speakers included Professor Fred De Jong on "Identity,

Inequality,
Integration:
Three
Challenges for Nurturing a Reformed Vision in an Immigrant
Subculture," Professor Charles
Adams on "Obedient Science and
Technology: A Beginning," Dr.
Calvin Jongsma on "A Christian
View of Mathematics," and Dr.
Rockne McCarthy on "Christianity
and Politics: A Reformed Perspective."
About the conference, Rev.John
Choi from the Orange Korean
Christian Reformed Church in
FUllerton, California, said, "Such a
conference is very beneficial to the
leaders of the Korean church. We
now come to realize how important
Christian education is. lt is very
essential for our second generation."
Eui Kak (Eugenne) Lee, an elder
of the Korean-American Church,
Orange County in Fountain Valley,
said he was very impressed with
the Dordt College faculty. "They
gave me something to think
about," he said of the lectures.
And Rev. John E. Kim, from the
Los Angeles Korean Christian
Reformed Church summed up the
day's meetings with the comment,
"The taculty
presenting
the
philosophy of their teaching subjects-it's beautiful."
0
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Dordt's West Commons.

Dordt hosts CRC Ministe(s Conference on the family
On Monday, March 31 and Tuesday, April 1, nearly forty Christian
Reformed ministers gathered on
Dordt's campus for the annual
Christian Reformed Minister's Conference. This year's topic, "The
Church Ministers to the Family,"
stimulated profitable discussion.
Speakers at the conference were
the Rev. Gordon H. Pols, pastor of
West End Christian Reformed
Church in Edmonton, Alberta; the
Rev.John R. Sittema, pastor of the
First Christian Reformed Church in
Pella, Iowa; and Dr. Cornelis P..
Venema, pastor of the First Christian Reformed Church in Ontario,
California. In addition, two Bible
studies focusing on the family
were led by the Rev. Wayne A.

Kobes, assistant professor of
theology at Dordt College.
In Monday evening's speech,
Pols laid a solid foundation for further discussion by speaking on
"The Biblical View of the Family."
Pols emphasized that we must
always view the family in the larger
context of the Father's goal for the
human race. Directional training
for proper citizenship
in the
Kingdom of God must take place in
the family, said Pols. He concluded his presentation with a gripping
summary of the meaning of the Ten
Commandments for the family.
On Tuesday morning, Venema
spoke on the topic "Threats to the
Family." Beginning with shocking
statistics on the breakdown of the

family, Venema then described the
spiritual forces in our culture
which are causing such brokenness. Lawlessness, individualism,
radical feminism, and materialism
are four unbiblical forces which
prevent us from understanding
what constitutes normative Christian family life. Today's scene, said
Venema, is one in which the
Heavenly Father's claims on our
lives have been pushed to the side.
"Ministering to the Family in Today's Society,"
the topic of
Sittema's presentation, focused on
practical issues facing pastors and
elders. According to Sittema, the
church must once again take up its
role of instructing its members to

live obediently in marriage and
family. We must do this, he said, b}'
emphasiZing the basics of the
Word, a task which must be carried
out in preaching, family visiting,
and church education. According
to Sittema, the church must fulfill
its calling in this area, rather than
allow extra-ecclesiastical orqanlzations to fill the void.
Tuesday afternoon's session
concluded with a discussion involving participants and speakers.
Conferees left without clear-cut
answers to the problems, but
gained
new
insights
and
strengthened their commitment to
push forward in addressing a
critical issue of our time.
0
VOICE, Page 3

Admissions and Financial Aid

New counselors join admissions staff
,

--

Two new faces will represent Dordt College
at high schools around the country next year.
Betty Addink and Leanne Van Leeuwen plan to
join admissions counselors Mike Epema, Pete
Hamstra and director Howard Hall in the Admissions Office on August 1. One of the new
counselors will replace Jeff Pastoor, who plans
to follow up his agriculture major of two years
ago and begin farming. The other counselor will

,

'l.After a summer sway from Cordi, Betty will return to
campus, this time as an admissions counselor instead of
.
a student.

fill a new position added to bring more high
school students into contact with Dordt
College.
Allhough Betty and Leanne come from different parts of the country, both are Dordt
gradul\tes and very enthusiastic about Dordt
Coilege and the education they received here.
Betty, an outgoing communications
major
who just graduated in May is eagerly looking
forward to sharing her experience at Dordt with
other potential students. "During my four years

at Dordt, I learned a lot about what it means to
be a Christian," she says. "We discussed reallife situations and were given insight into how
to deal with them."
Betty is a native of Sioux Center and likes living and working in a small community.' As the
youngest of nine children, all of whom
graduated from Dordt, she has been part of a'
family with a strong commitment to and enthusiasm for Christian education. She intends
to share that commitment with Christian high
school students as she travels' across the
United States and Canada.
As a student at Dordt, Betty has been involved in many extra-curricular activities. Music
occuples.a large part of her time; in her four
years at Dordt she has participated in orchestra
and concert choir and directed a church choir.
She served as Student Forum President and
peer counselor in her senior year. Betty has
also worked as announcer, news writer, and
programmer at KDCR, the college radio station.
Leanne, who graduated from Dordt in 1976,
comes back to Dordt after several years of
teaching. Up until a couple of months ago she
had no Intention of changing that occupation
for the foreseeable future. However, while serving as MC for a Dordt Heritage 21 Dinner in her
home town of Ontario, California, Leanne heard
about the admissions position from Mike
Epema. "I wasn't really ready to quit teaching,"
she says, "I had just switched to teaching third
grade after several years in first grade and that
seemed like challenge enough for me for a few
years." But as she thought about it, it seemed
like the right thing to do. She applied, was
hired, and now is eagerly awaiting the
challenges and experiences that traveling and
meeting new people will bring.
"I think Dordt really has something to offer
Christian young people," says Leanne. "I hope
to work hard in Southern California to get more
students to go to Dordt." Some young people
who grow up in metropolitan areas think there'
will be nothing to do at Dordt. "I know that's not
true. There is a lot going on and the warmth of a
small community is something that is hard to
find. I intend to stress that personal side of
Dordt."
Leanne's commitment to Christian education
also goes back a long way, but was confirmed

Two Zeeland seniors receive Western
Michigan alumni scholarships

Heather

Bouwman

Two high school seniors from
Zeeland, Michigan, are the recipient$ of this year's Western
Michigan
Alumni
Association
Scholarship.
Heather Bouwman
and Michelle Vander Wal will each
receive $400 toward their tuition.
Bouwman, a graduate of Holland
Christian High School in Holland,
Mic~igan, has also received a
Dordt College Merit Scholarship of
VOICE, Page 4

Michelle

after she spent four years teachtnqat Hillcrest
School in Jos, Nigeria. "We take so much for
granted here," she says. "In Nigeria I saw how
important Christian education is for shaping
children's lives. That continues as young people get to college." Leanne hopes to share that
conviction as she presents information about a
Dordt education to high school students.
Like Betty, Leanne has many interests and
lots of energy. She enjoys music, particularly
singing. Over the years she has also been involved in community and school theatre productions. At present, she is chairperson of the
Ontario Christian School Inservice Committee
and secretary of the Southern California
Teacher's Association.
Director of Admissions Hall is looking forward to both women joining the staff. "Both
have much to offer as Admissions Counselors,"
he~~.
0

For teacher Leanne Van Leeuwen, her new Job does not
mean she's leaving education, but simply working In
another aspect of It.

Beltman awarded
education scholarship
Doyle Bellman, son of Elmer
and Stella Bellman of Sibley,
Iowa, was selected as the
recipient of the John B. Hulst
Teacher Education Scholarship. Bellman was chosen
because of the interest and
potential
he shows
for
teaching in Christian schools.
As a recipient of the scholarship, he will receive $1000
towards tuition during his first
year at Dordt.
Bellman will graduate from
Western Christian High School
in Hull, Iowa, in May. He is a
member of the National Honor
Society and the United States
Academic Decathlon, and has
been active in concert band.
He plans to focus his studies in
mathematics
and secondary
education.
0

Vander Wal

$1000 for her academic achievement and extra-curricular involvement. She is interested in English
and drama. Vander Wal, a graduate
of Allendale Public High School,
Allendale,
Michigan,
has also
received a Dordt College Honors
Scholarship for academic achievement.
She is interested
in
mathematics
and secondary
education.
0

Doyle Bellman
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Alumni help
grads find jobs
Dordt alumni are helping new graduates find
jobs. For the past couple of years Quentin Van
Essen, Dordt's Director of Career Planning and
Placement, has been working to set up a network of alumni who are willing to inform him of
job openings in the businesses or organizations in which they work.
"We have come to realize that such a network
could be especially useful at Dordt," says Van
Essen. Unlike many small liberal arts colleges,
Dordt students come from allover the United
States and Canada. After graduation, they also
settle in many different communities, thus providing a variety of contacts for the placement
office.
"Increasingly," says Van Essen, "companies
and corporations give people suggested by
company employees first consideration for job
openings." He explained that large corporations use referrals as a way to help sift out the
applicants and small businesses use recommendations to avoid the expense of having to
go looking for qualified people.
Already during the first semester of this year,
two 1986 accounting graduates had received
jobs through the help of alumni. Randy Kroll
('80) from Minneapolis, Minnesota, and Robert
Kroese ('84) from Des Moines, Iowa, helped
Steve Schuring, a senior from Sully, Iowa and
Edward Bonnema, a senior from Prinsburg, Minnesota, get jobs in their firms. Another alumnus, Keith Le Mahieu ('78), called Van Essen
looking for applicants for a position in his
Chicago-area company.
During the past few months Van Essen has
been to Minneapolis, Minnesota, and Pella,
Iowa, meeting with alumni who are willing to
sponsor graduates.
"Not only are our graduates spread out,"
says Van Essen, "but they are also getting
older." Because Dordt is relatively young, many
alumni are just gelling into management positions where they have responsibility for hiring.
At Vermeer Manufacturing and Pella Rolscreen,

For many students,

graduation marks the beginning of a new career. Dr. Mary Stewart Van Leeuwen urged graduates in
all professions to take seriously the Great Commission as they begin another phase of their lives.

both in Pella, Iowa, alumni in management are
interested in hiring Dordt graduates because of
the record of past graduates. In these and other
companies, says Van Essen, alumni also look
forward to working with people who have a
similar perspective.
But alumni do even more than sponsor for
jobs. In many cases, alumni have opened their
homes to students who come to their cornrnunlty looking or interviewing for a job. This is a big
service to students who often have little money
for such things. Alumni also provide applicants
with valuable information about the community
and about schools and churches in the area.
As important as the alumni network is for
Dordt graduates, it also benefits alumni. Helping links them to Dordt College, keeping them
more involved, says Van Essen. For recent
graduates who sometimes cannot donate as
much as they would like to financially, it provides an additional way to contribute to the college. And in cities like Minneapolis, where
there is a small but growing Christian Reformed
community, alumni are anxious to have Dordt
graduates move into their area and become part

of their churches and schools.
The file of questionnaires which holds the
key to the whole project is in Van Essen's office
in the basement of the Student Union Building_
Grouped by state, these questionnaires contain
information about where graduates live and
work. Many of them are replies to an annual
mailing which Van Essen sends to all alumni
after graduation. Keeping the file updated is a
big task. With increased computerization, keeping the information current is becoming easier.
However, an updated file depends on new lntormation coming in from alumni as they move and
change jobs.
To bring job openings to the attention of
graduating seniors, the placement office prints
a bi-monthly Job Bulletin listing information on
all of the job opportunities received by their office. At present this bulletin is distributed only
to seniors, but plans are being made also to
make it available to alumni who are looking for
employment. If you are interested in such a service contact Quentin Van Essen, Director of
Placement Services, Dordt College, Sioux
Center, Iowa, 51250.
0

Alumni Summerfest '86
August 8, 9, & 10
Reunions for the Classes of '61 and '76
•
•
•
•

se1l

j

(.1

Free lodging
Inexpensive meals
Babysitting
Alumni worship service

01l ~o1-t1 ti01l
t

gist1Gt aGt~.

1e

to

•
•
•
•

Fun and games
Workshops
Children's activities
Sports

For more information write: Dordt College Alumni Office
Dordt College
Or call: 712-722-6020
Sioux Center, IA 51250
SPECTRUM,
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19705
Keith and Gloria (Ver Meer,-'70) De Bruin, Mark Jaren, November 1, 1985, joins Lenita, 10, Kurtis and
Jason, 7. The De Bruins farm near Oskaloosa, IA.
Ivan and Lois (Assink) Van Dusseldorp ('70, '73), Ruth, January 4,1986, joins Rachel, 6, and Mark, 3. The
Van Dusseldorps farm near Platte, SO.
'
Henry and Helen (Dykshoom, '71) Leusink, Laura Darlene, July 24, 1985, joins Janna, 5, Gwendolyn, 3,
and Mark, 2. The leusinks live on an acreage near Lethbridge, AS, where Henry works as a mechanic.
Ron and Cheri Van Weelden ('73), Austin Jordon, March 13, 1986, joins Heather, 7, Hannah, 5, Adam, 4,
and Heidi Sue, 2. The Van Wealdens have just moved to Piqua, OH, where Ron is employed at Copeland
Industries as an electrical engineer.
Paul and Eileen (De Young, '74) Groeneweg, Brenda Joy, March 20, 1986, joins Tamara, 6, and Lisa, 2.
The Groenewegs farm near Sunnyside, WA.
Billy Joe and Linda (Tuuk, '74) Pounders, Jeremiah David, December 26, 1985. Bill is a carpenter in
Chicago, IL, and Linda retired from World Book, Inc. to become a homemaker.
Rich and Elaine (Olthoff) Ellerie ('75,'75), David Michael, March 25, 1986, joins Carla, 8, Matthew,S, and
Laura, 1. Rich is a medical technologist at Rehoboth McKinley Christian Hospital in Gallup, NM. Elaine is
a full-time homemaker.
Ralph and Paulette (Brook, '75) Braam, Timothy John, January 26, 1986, joins Amanda, 7, and Kevin, 4.
They live in Terrace, BC, where Ralph is a millwright in the lumbermitl and Paulette is a homemaker.
William and Jane (Smlt, ex '75) Van Wyngaarden, Jonathan Louis, November 8, 1985. Bill is a
homemaker and full-time student at Aquinas College and Jane works full-time in the Calvin COllege
Library in Grand Rapids, Ml.
Robert and Lynette Boer ('76), Heather Lynne, October 31,1985. The Boers live in Lynwood, lL, where
Bob is a senior account manager at Dreyer, Ooms and Van Drunen Ltd., a CPA firm in South Holland, fL.
Lynette is a homemaker after working at Munster Community Hospital as an RN.
Dr. Bruce and Elizabeth Hagen, (ex '76) Sean Christian, August 13, 1985, joins Christopher,S, Emily, 3,
and Abby, 2. The Hagens live in Orange City, lA, and Bruce commutes to work at the Hagen Chiropractic
Clinics in Sioux Center and Sioux City, IA. Bruce practices with his father and two brothers.
Bill and Anne Helmus ('76), Ryan Stephen, June 13, 1984, joins Diana, Sean, and Jonathan. The Hetmus'
will be moving to Bowmanville, ON, after serving two years in Papua, New Guinea, where Bill was a
teacher for WycHffe Bible Translators. Bill will be the principal of Knox Christian School.
Ivan and Bonita Van Duyn ('76), Dawn Hachette, March 17, 1986, joins Ryan, 8, Lee, 6, and Bruce, 3. Ivan
has been teaching at Sheboygan County Christian High for the past ten years. The Van Duyns reside in
Sheboygan, WI.
Doug and Carla (Runla) Vande Grlend ('76, '76), Timothy Douglas, March 5, 1986, joins Zachary, 3. Doug
is an attorney in Salem, OR, and writes legal software for his computer business. Carla is now a full-time
homemaker after working part-time as a legal secretary/receptionist for Doug.
AI and Joelene (Visser) Schaap ('76, '77), Janae Marie, December 1, 1985, joins Joel, 2. AI is pastor of
Gateway Community Church in Merced, CA, a Home Missions Church. Joelene is a homemaker and
works part-time as an RN.
Kent and Artys (Te Krony) Van Gronlngen ('76, ex '77), Jennifer Lyn, October 24,1985, joins Michael,S,
and Philip, 3. Kent farms and Arlys is a busy homemaker. The Van Groningens live in Ripon, CA.
Fred and Conie (Hamming, '77) Leenstra, Bradley Simeon, February 26, 1986, joins Michael, 3, and
Emily, 2. Fred heads Leenstra Construction while Corrie, a tull-tlme homemaker, occasionally substitute
teaches at the local Christian and public schools. The Leenstras live in Lacombe, AB.
Gregg and Cheryl (Schuillng, ex '77) Steensma, Renee Michele, November 30,1985. Gregg works as a
CPA and Cheryl works as an RN for Scenic Hospital. The Steensmas live in Manteca, CA.
Jeff and Marlys (Van Zanten, '77) Hickox, Stephen Kentfield and Keith Cartwright, join Benjamin, 4, and
Elizabeth, 2. The Hickoxs live in Escondido, CA.
Dave and Marie (Smit) Den Herder ('77, ex '78), Mark Berend, August 21, 1985, joins Ruth, 6. Dave works
for Wedgewood Acres and Marie "is a homemaker. Both are part-time students and live in Grand Rapids,
MI.
Stuart and Karen (Aardema, '78) Mulder, Grant Stuart, February 23,1986, joins Charles, 3, and David, 2.
Stu is a dairy farmer in Waupun, WI, and Karen is a homemaker after teaching three years in Randolph
Christian School and one year in Waupun Christian School.
Dann and Denise (Bruxvoort, '78) Van Houw, Jennifer Kay, February 27, 1986, joins Jason, 3. The Van
Houws live in Denver, CO, where Dann hangs wallpaper and Denise is a homemaker.
Henry and Ardith (Schaap, ex '78) Vis, Michelle Ann, March 15, 1986, joins James, 3, and Lynola, 2.
Henry is a sheet metal worker in Vancouver and Ardith is a domestic engineer at their home in Maple
Ridge, BC.
Delbert and Barb (Vegter, ex '78) Logterman, Sarah Jean, July 5, 1985, joins Ryan, 7, Hacttel.fi, and
Rebecca, 2. Del is a master plumber and operates his own business, Logterman Plumbing and Heating.
Barb is a full time housewife and bookkeeper at home. The Logtermans live near Delavan, WI.
John and Shirley (Middag) Hiemstra ('78, '79), Kristen Michelle, June 14, 1985, joins Janna Danteue, 6.
They live in Calgary, AB, where John works for Citizens for Public Justice and Shirley volunteers for the
Christian School kindergarten.
Doug and Doris (Schans, ex '79) Vanderlaan, Mark Howard, November 24,1985, joins Andrew, 3. Doug
is a research chemist in Adrian, MI, and Doris is a homemaker.
Torn and Jayne (Hagedoorn) Slttema C80·, '79) Nathaniel David, February 17, 1986, joins Justine, 2.
Tom is an assistant vice-president in the Real Estate Dept. at Republic Bank Dallas, and Jayne is a fulltime homemaker and mother. The Sittemas live in Dallas, TX.
Jack and Kim (Kramer) Warner ('79, ex '82), Chad Allen, January 4, 1986. Jack is a controller for Prince
Corporation in Holland, MI, and Kim is a housewife. The Warners live in Zeeland, MI.
David and Pat (Duyst) Epema ('79, ex '82), Nicole Anne, May 31, 1985, joins David,S, John, 3, and Dustin,
2. David teaches at Faith Christian High School, and Pat is a homemaker. The Epema's live in Bigelow,
MN.

19805
Brad and Ronda (Ruisch, '80) Noteboom, Gretchen Marie, May 16, 1985, joins Rachel, 4, and Jonathan,
2. Brad is a mechanical buyer for K-Products in Orange City and Ronda is full-time mom and "domestic
engineer" of their home near Maurice, IA.
Ron and Janna (De Groot) Van Oriel ('80, ex '80), Janelle Lynae, July 18, 1985, joins Nathan, 2. Janna is
busy at home while Ron teaches at Smithers Christian School in Smithers, BC.
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Richard and Donna (Vande Ween) Kok, ('80, '82), Renee Nicole, August 29, 1985, Joins Melanie Ann, 2.
Richard Is a sales representative for North American Life Assurance Co. and Donna Is a full-time
homemaker. The Koks live In St. Catharines, ON.
Dave and Brenda (Kats, ex '81) Draayer, Daniel Jon, February 28, 1986, joins Angela,S, and Thomas, 4.
Dave is a mechanic for Mouw Motor Company in Sioux Center and Brenda works as a full-time mother
and part-time dental assistant.
Elroy and Mary (Jongsma) Houtsma ('81, '81), Rosa Rae, April 21, 1986, joins Erin, 3, and Lucas 1. Elroy
works as an accountant at Interstates Electric and Mary works part-time as a bookkeeper for Soo Valley
Vending. The Houtsmas live in Sioux Center, IA.
Peter and Marcia (Koning, '81) Roorda, Allison Marie, March 28, 1985. Pete works on his father's dairy
farm and Marcia is a full-time homemaker and part-time music teacher. The Roordas reside in Bridport,
VT.

Bill and Kathy (De Leeuw) Nleuwenhuis ('81, '81), Amy Jo, February 2, 1985. The Nieuwenhuis' live in
Regina, SK, where Bill is employed at Dutch Industries of Regina as office manager. Kathy is a
homemaker.
Brian and Deb (Boot, '81) Zeutenhorst, Tyler James, March 27, 1986, joins Alicynn, 2. The Zeutenhorsts
live in Hospers, lA, where Brian teaches at Village Northwest Unlimited in Sheldon, and Deb teaches first
and second grade at Hospers Christian School.
Marlin and Dianne (Bolt, '82) Ammermann, Christina Marie, March 8, 1986, joins Miranda, 2. Marlin is a
farmer-mechanic, and Diane is a full-time mother and homemaker. The Ammermanns live in Clara City,
MN.
Randy and Shelley De Walde (ex '82), Ryan John, August 14, 1985. The De Woldes live In Chilliwack,
BC, where Randy is a CGA with Mitchell, Primrose, Langbroek and Kilgour. Shelley is a homemaker and
works part-time at the Chilliwack General Hospital.
Dave and Marilyn (Weitzel, ex '82) Sjaardema, Wendy Marie, March 5, 1986, joins Christopher, 2. Dave is
an electrician and Marilyn is a homemaker in Denver, CO.
Dean and Barb (Van Someren) Veldkamp ('82, '82), Lucas Dean, February 16, 1986. Dean is a controller
at Now Foods, and Barb is now a homemaker. The Veldkamp's live in Chanhassen, MN.
Rod and Susan (DeBoer, '82) Zwier, Danielle Joy, January 21, 1986. Rod works as a sheet metal installer
and Susan is a homemaker. They live in Lansing, IL.
Tim and Dawn (Bas) Goslinga C82,'83), Jeremy Marc, December 1,1985, arrived on April 11, 1986 from
Korea. Tim is a baker at Hy-Vee in Newton, lA, and Dawn teaches first grade at Sully Christian School.
Dan and Linda (Kroon) Kroeze ('83, '82), Brett Daniel, March 15, 1986. The Kroezes reside in Waupun, WI,
where Dan teaches at Waupun Christian School. Linda works part-time in the payroll department at
MacGregor Sand-Knit.
AI and Rosalie (Groot) Brandsma (ex '82, ex '84), Nicole Denteue, February 14, 1986. The Brandsma's
live in Smithers, BC, where AI is a dairy farmer and Rosalie is a homemaker.
Steven and Wendy Voss (ex '83) Taylor Gene, February 27, 1986. The Vosses reside in Ames, IA.
Bob and Terri (Natelborg, ex '84) Dykstra, Lindsay Jean, December 8, 1985. The Dykstras live in Aurora,
CO, where Bob is a construction worker and Terri is a preschool teacher.
John and Laura (Apol) Obblnk ('85, '85), Jesse Lee, February 5, 1986. John is a student at Iowa College
of Medicine, and Laura is a graduate student in English. The Obbinks live in Iowa City, IA.
0
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Tim Bertsch and Mary Coli mann ('76), May 16, 1986. Mary is a C.P.A. for a local accounting firm in
Loveland, CO.
Peter J. Bandfield and Miriam Ernest ('76), December 28, 1985. Peter is stucytnq computer science and
Miriam works at KTOF radio in Cedar Rapids, IA.
David Thornton and Yvonne Mennenga (ex '82), March 22, 1986. Yvonne is working at Sioux Valley
Hospital in Sioux Falls, SO, as a staff RN in the labor and delivery department and serves on their air
transport team. David is a technician in the screen printing department at Litton Industries.
Koob Borgeling and Ruth Roemmich ('80), June 21,1985. They now livein Fayetteville, NC, where Koob
serves in the United States Army and Ruth teaches at Cornerstone Christian Academy.
Douglas Terpstra ('82) and Cheryl Zandstra, October 17, 1985. Doug is in sales at Terpstra's Sales and
Service. Cheryl attended Calvin College and is now working partctiine. The Terpstras live iii Griffith, IN.
Dale Wiersma ('82) and lIa Getting. lIa works as a nursing instructor at the University of Wisconsin
School of Nursing. Dale will receive his M.D. degree this spring and will be starting residency in Internal
Medicine at the University of Missouri, Columbia, MO.
Phil Van Voorst ('83) and Sherry Sudenga ('84), June 28,1985. Phil attends John F. Kennedy University
in the graduate school for psychology and Sherry teaches third and fourth grades at Alameda Christian
School in Alameda, CA.
Eugene E. De Bruin and Susan M. Vedders ('85), December 28, 1985. Gene farms with his father and Sue
is working as a secretary for Edward D. Jones and Co. They live in Oskaloosa, IA.
Sherwin DeBoer and Helene Roos (ex '85), June 14, 1985. They live in Farmington, CA, where Sherwin is
a dairy herdsman and Helene is a homemaker.
Randy Den Dulk and Shauna Staal (ex '87, ex '88), July 13, 1985. They now reside in Ripon, CA.
0
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Larry Hessing ('76) was named Boys' Basketball Coach of the Year by the South Dakota High School
Coaches Association. Larry is athletic director and mathematics teacher at Dakota Christian High
School in New Holland, South Dakota. "I'm thankful for good basketball players," said Larry in an interview with a reporter. The Dakota Christian Cadets under Larry'S coaching won the State B Championship
this year. Larry is married to laura (Grltters, '78). They have twin daughters, Jodi and Jana.
Mario Branderhorst ('78) was recently named Parks, Recreation and Forestry Director in Fort Dodge,
Iowa. Marlo has been with the department since 1980. His wife Lori is a program supervisor and aquatics
director in the Parks department.
Randy Palmer ('78), a reporter with Reuters News Agency, is now based in Bahrain, a small island in the
Persian Gulf. Randy travels around the Middle East and also covers such events as the recent OPEC conference in Geneva.
After working for five and one-half years at an electronic warfare test facility in a remote corner of the
Mojave Desert of California, James Van Milligan ('78) has decided to trade the desert surroundings for the
greener mountains of Colorado. He is now employed as a Senior Software Engineer at Martin Marietta
Denver Aerospace where he writes microprocessor software for NASA and Air Force projects. In addition
to his work and enjoying the Rocky Mountains, James enjoys playing his euphonium in the Denver Concert Band.
Deble (Vas, '80) Van Milligan works at the Nebraska School for the Deaf in Omaha as a Preschool
Outreach Consultant. Her husband Glen attends the University of Nebraska at Omaha working toward his
BA in computer science. They have one son, Daniel, 18 months.
Dianne Vander Hoek ('81) is teaching with Wycliffe Bible Translators in Papua, New Guinea. She began
her two-year contract In September of 1985.
Deanne (Vander Beek, '82) Piper has been promoted to the rank of sergeant in the United States Army.
Deanne is a supply specialist at Schofield Barracks, Hawaii, with the 25th Medical Battalion.
Gail Johnson ('83) is now working as a legal secretary at the United States Attorney's Office in Sioux
City, Iowa.
Lee Tiemeyer ('83) Is employed as a product coordinator for United States Homecraft, a window
manufacturing plant outside of Tallahassee, FL.
After graduating from Dordt, Peter Noteboom ('84) went to China to teach English at an Institute of
Automotive Technology. After nearly a year of teaching, Pete applied for and received a position at the
IBM China Corporation working as an administrative assistant and coordinator of imports in Beijing. The
most rewarding aspect of his time in China has been the new awareness that immersion in another
culture brings. "It forces you to reexamine your own views, asking what's biblical or unbtbtlcet about your
own culture," he said. Pete plans to continue working at IBM for a while, eventually traveling to Europe or
Africa. His time in China has confirmed his desire to keep an international focus to his work, whether that
be in politics or international relations.
Pam Veltkamp ('84) is working on her doctoral degree in chemistry with research focusing on air pollution at the University of Colorado in Boulder, Colorado. She has just recently passed the oral exams-a
major step to her degree.
Rob and Cheryl (DeGroot) DeHaan ('85, '84) have recently accepted a position as associate missionaries with Christian Reformed World Missions. They are now living in Ogbamoso, Oyo State, Nigeria,
where they manage a large farm and share their faith.
Del Hubers ('85) has been teaching junior high vocal and instrumental music at Chicago Southwest
Christian School in Oak Lawn, IL. He has also recently received a full-tuition scholarship in music education-at Roosevelt University in downtown Chicago.
0
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John Schuurman begins
his second career
S.lIyJongsm.

"

John Schuurman ('68) is known
to many people across the country
as Charles Spurgeon, the great
English evangeiist. And with good
reason. John has performed his
one-man
show,
"Eccentric
Preachers," in nearly all of the 48
adjacent states in the United
States and in many Canadian provinces during the past six years. His
performance at Dordt for the
spring Festival of Arts marked his
110th performance of the show
and, according to John, was quite
possibly his last.
Today John's main task is no
longer acting, but pastoring his

"Eccentric Preachers"

couple of years, John busied
himself with a variety of jobs to
keep bread on his table: short acting stints, guest directing at high
schools and colleges, making
cabinets, and writing for a small
town newspaper.
In 1976 he landed a position with
the Old Creamery Theatre near
Iowa City, Iowa, which established
his career as an actor more firmly.
Between 1977 and 1980, John
worked with School Assembly Services, a touring troupe that crosses
the country putting on shows for
schools. "As a former teacher, I
remembered programs like these
with great fondness," says John.
He spent the next three years on
the road doing 15 shows a week for
school children.
Although John's career seemed
to be going smoothly, his faith life
was not. During those years of
searching for what he wanted to
do, he rejected Christianity, denying it a place in his life.
"It was during those last years
on the road that the Lord called me
back," says John. After considering whether to join a Christian
theatre company, he gradually
became convinced that he was being called to the ministry. The decision was not without its struggle,
however. "I made a covenant with
God," says John, "that if I was to
go to seminary he would help me
find a way to do it financially."
But there was something else
that pulled John from acting. "In
part because of my years of reject'ing Christianity,
I could not
dissociate acting and the lifestyle
that went with it. It was difficult for
me as an actor not to be caught up
in a worldly lifestyle." In renewing
his faith commitment, John felt he
also had to change his career.
"Although I loved acting and enjoyed traveling," says John, "I

JohnSchuurman
andhiswifeJanet(Damon,
'78) nowmaketheirhomeInSiouxFalls,
South Dakota. They are awaiting the birth of their first child.

1980·81,he returned to Dordt to get
those courses. With the academic
hurdles out of the way and "Eccencontribution that grew
tric Preachers" booked in several
places, John began his studies.
out of John's
John's decision to change his,
occupation
did not change his
commitment to work as
mind about the need for Christians
to be busy in theatre. In fact the opa Christian in theatre.
posite is true. "Life is religion, and
life is also theatre in a sense.
congregation at the First Christian
Theatre had its origins in religion
Reformed Church in Sioux Falls,
and the biblical account is rich in
South Dakota. Although
his
drama." Christians, John feels,
responsibilities there hardly leave
have a responsibility to redeem
time for going on the road to pertheatre. One important way to do
form, "Eccentric Preachers," John
that, he feels, is to train people to
greatly enjoys his new work.
write good plays. Scripts are very
John's path from Dordt to the
important. John encourages Chrisministry has been a long and windtian students wishing to pursue a
ing one. After graduating in 1968,
career in theatre seriously to conhe taught at Timothy Christian
sider writing plays that reflect
High School near Chicago for two
God's healing hand in creation and
years. From there he returned to
show what redeemed people can
school and entered a graduate probe. "We can be thankful that there
gram in theatre at the University of
have been movies released in the
Northern Colorado. Two years
past couple of years that show
later, armed with an M.A., he began
healing-"Chariots
of Fire,"
looking for work as an actor and
"Tender Mercies," "Places in the
found that it was not easy to supHeart"-but more can be done."
port himself by acting. For the next
"Eccentric Preachers" was a
theatrical contribution that grew
out of that need and out of John's
commitment to work as a Christian
in theatre. Now his work focuses
on preaching and pastoring, but
his life has been greatly enriched
by his experience working in
theatre. His training as an artist, he
believes, helps him to use his imagination. In preaching, he tries to
use that imagination to bring a
fresh approach to a text as he
prepares his sermons. His acting
experience
has also made
preaching less frightening.
John is thankful to God for the
work he is now doing. He is also
grateful to Dordt for its vision that
every part of his life is owed to God
,whether it is spent in acting or in
pastoring. "And lowe
a longstanding
debt to Dr. James
Koldenhoven, not only for his encouragement in theatre, but more
importantly for sticking with me as
In"EccentricPreachers,"
Cherlea
Spurgeon
(JohnSChuunnan)
addre
•• e. hi. seminary
cla•• matesat analumnireunion.SChuunnana loving Christian brother."
0
drewonmuchof Spurgeon's
writingandsennonsforthematerialforthisaddress.
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was a theatrical

found that I was not cut out for that
kind of life." Using a different
shower and different bed each day
eventually gave him a sense of
rootlessness, and always being
alone with strangers began to wear
on him. "In the Old Testement,
land, home, and place playa big
part in a person's 'shalom.' I
sensed that lack in my life."
During his last year of traveling
with the School Assembly Services, John hit upon the idea of do,ing a one-man show to support
himself through seminary. After
much research, he decided on the
English
evangelist
Charles
Spurgeon as the character for his
show. "Because I traveled so extensively, I used my spare time to
do research in many seminaries
and libraries that I knew had a
wealth
of
information
on
Spurgeon." Working in theatre as a
Christian made it a very enjoyable
year for him.
But finances were not the only
hurdle between John and the
ministry. Before he could even apply to a seminary, he had to take
several required
courses.
In

Theatre arts majors find internships
around the country
Sally Jongsma

Georgia Sjaardema

s

works with the Climb
Theatre in Minneapolis

u

Georgia Sjaardema, a senior theatre arts
major, spent spring break as an intern at the
Climb Theatre Company in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Georgia, who grew up on a farm near
Pella, Iowa, says those ten days of living in a
"big city," using city transit for the first time in
her life, and being part of a theatre company
were so exciting that she didn't want to come
back. "living in the city by myself and being
completely independent seemed a little scary
before I went, but I loved it immediately."
.f""o
Georgia's internship gave her a taste of work·
,.
~
ing at what she has learned in her years at
Sue Van Arragon and Georgia Sjaardema presented "Squash Pie" to first graders at Sioux Center Christian School.
Dordt. "I really liked the professionalism of the
company," says Georgia. She was particularly
impressed with the actors' ability to switch before audiences of all ages, abilities, and places to stay so easily," she said. "I told them
characters quickly and skillfully. The week con- disabilities, but remains educational in its that I had written the churches and found willfirmed Georgia's commitment to work in repertoire. During the ten days Georgia spent ing hosts. Some wanted to know more about
theatre.
with the company, the members put on an the Christian Reformed Church. I felt free to be
However, theatre arts is only one half of original play for school children about recy- who I am and was not put down for my faith,"
Georgia's major. "I've always been interested in cling. The play was titled "Trash." She also atBack at Dordt to finish the semester, Georgia
people." says Georgia. "I began Dordt as a tended a performance given at a conference for remains busy in theatre. Partly as a result of her
theatre major, but after taking a course in adults who work with disabled persons. It experiences, she and fellow senior Sue Van
psychology I wanted to learn more about both," showed ways to increase sensibilities toward Arragon are doing an independent study in
Now majoring in both theater and psychology, people with disabilities.
children's theatre and presenting it to children
she plans to combine the two interests and
Part of the credit for the success of Georgia's in the local school systems. Next year as a fifth
work in drama therapy.
stay goes to the people who opened their year student, Georgia hopes to find an internAlthough the Climb Theatre does not do homes to her. In early January, she wrote the ship in drama therapy through the Chicago
drama therapy, there are aspects of its ap- Christian Reformed Churches in Minneapolis Metro Program.
proach which parallel Georgia's interests. asking for people who would be willing to let
About her internship over spring break
Climb is an educational theatre company which her stay with them for a couple of nights. The Georgia says, "I think that more students could
gears its program to special groups of people. response she received was warm and soon she benefit from getting off campus into an tnternOriginally dedicated to creating theatre for had five places to stay for two nights each.
ship program. It helps you become more Indisabled persons, the company now performs
"People at the theatre asked me how I found dependent and stand up for who you are,"
0
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Steve Wiersum joins the National
Theatre Institute in Connecticut

Steve Wlersum played the leading role 01 Ellelstolen
Harstad, a young minister, in this semester's production
of "Kingdom Come." The play was part of this spring's
Festival of Arts.
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Steve Wiersum's theatre experience during
the first semester of this year was just as exciting as Georgia's. "One day as I was walking
by the theatre arts bulletin board, I tore off
about six of those tear-off slips you can mail in
. for more information about a program. I felt like
getting some mail," says Steve, a senior from
Elmhurst, Illinois. The National Theatre lnstitute at the Eugene O'Neill Theatre Center in
Waterford, Connecticut, was the only one that
responded. "I really had no intention of following up on anything," says Steve, but after looking at the brochure he was so impressed he
decided to apply.
The National Theatre Institute is a theatre
conservatory. While there, Steve studied six
days a week, ten hours a day. He worked in
acting, directing, designing, play writing, movement, and mime. "It put me into the protessional work world of theatre," says Steve.
Although his work there was very different
from his theatre studies at Dordt, he was
grateful for the academic theatre background
he had as a senior at a liberal arts college like
Dordt. "My history and aesthetics studies
helped me understand different styles of acting
and playwriting," he says.
Living together with the group of students at
O'Neill that semester was also a valuable experience, according to Steve. "We lived as a big
family in an old estate house right on the
ocean," Steve lived as he would at Dordt. On
Sunday morning he came down to breakfast
dressed for church. That led to questions which
soon led to other discussions about religion.
"One girl said, 'I am a Bahai, we should talk
some time,' Another guy asked if I hated him

because he was a Jew. It seemed that many of
them associated Christians with people who
hated them for what they believed,"
Through discussions that occurred during
the semester, Steve came to feel the respect of
his classmates. "They really respected those of
us who quietly lived out our beliefs, whether it
was Christian or orthodox Jew," says Steve. By
the end of the semester three of the students
accompanied him to church on Sunday.
These experiences laid a strong foundation
for Steve's future plans. Theatre is where he
sees his life's calling as a Christian. In addition
to acting at Dordt, Steve has been writing plays'
for the last three years, an interest he intends to
pursue in the future. Eventually he wants to
teach theatre in college or university. In the
meantime, he plans to get as much practical experience as possible. For next year, he is hoping to join a theatre company in Vail,
Colorado-an opportunity which grew out of a
contact he made at O'Neill. After that, he hopes
to continue his academic studies in theatre.
"Probably the most important thing about my
semester-besides testing myself against the
rigors of the profession," says Steve, "is the
contact I had with people in professional
theatre," Since the faculty at the National
Theatre Institute is made up of professionals
who come in to teach their specialty, Steve
studied with some top professionals in the
country-the designer at the Guthrie Theatre in
Minneapolis, the famous playwright Arnold
Weinstein, and the director of a regional theatre
in Omaha. These contacts, he believes, will be
valuable as he pursues his career in theatre. 0
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Jeff Alons works at the Goodman Theatre

Fifth yeer student Jell Alons, cought In mid-sentence
after graduation,

Senior Jeff Alons' thoughts are focused on
next year, at present. Jeff was recently awarded
a full-tuition scholarship from the University of
Notre Dame to continue his studies. Although
Jeff's work will be in the English department at
Notre Dame, he is specializing in dramatic
literature and intends to follow his MA with
further work in theatre.
His internship at the Goodman Theatre in
Chicago last year reinforced his plan to continue to work in theatre. Although Jeff's internship was not the kind of work he expected or
wanted at first, he came to appreciate the value
of learning the business end of theatre work as
well. "It's simply a fact," says Jeff, "theatre
must be a business proposition or it will not be
able to do its art." At the Goodman, Jeff worked
as assistant in sales and public relations. "At
first I wondered what I was doing there," he
says, "but I soon came to see it as a challenge."
In addition, the regularity of Jeff's daytime
hours gave him the opportunity to watch
rehearsals and attend many different theatre
productions in Chicago. "Because I was

connected with the Goodman, I could often get
in free. When I couldn't, I would ask to usher
and then still see free performances." For his
own growth, Jeff wrote reviews for each of the
performances. "I learned a lot from just watching," he says.
Jeff's plans for his career in theatre are not
rigidly defined at this point, but his interest lies
in what he calls the "academic side" of theatre.
"Although I love acting, I feel my talents lie in
research and critical analysis of drama." The
relatively new field of dramaturgy looks appealing to him. The dramaturg of a theatre company
works with the artistic director to help select
plays to produce, do research on interpreting
the work and act as in-house critic to judge how
well the techniques used fit the script. Jeff is
also interested in teaching theatre.
Whichever direction his work takes, Jeff is
committed to working as a Christian in theatre.
"The Lord gave me the talents; I have to use
them," says Jeff. "I hope to do the very best I
can with them."
D

now plans to continue his study In
literature and drama at Notre Dame.

Engineering students
receive grants
Seniors Kevin Timmer and Kevin Smit recently put the finishing touches on a device they
designed to measure the resistance value
(R-value) of a wall when its composition is
unknown. The two senior engineering students
received a joint Energy Services Scholarship of
$1500 for the project from the American Public
Power Association and the Department of
Energy.
The device Timmer and Smit have designed
is actually quite simple. "Basically we attach a
piece of insulation to an outside wall and
measure the temperatures on both sides to
determine the R-value of the wall," says

At the end of the year, Kevin 8mlt and Kevin Timmer gave
a demonstration of their lnsulatlon-measurlnq device to
members of the engineering department.

Timmer. "The tough part is taking those
temperatures," says Smit. The . temperatures
must remain fairly constant for the device to
work.
"We've found that working on a cloudy day is
best," says Timmer. "The sun doesn't come
and go to change the temperature of the wall on
those days." So far they have been able to
measure the R-value to within 10 percent of the
actual value.
Timmer and Smit originally proposed designing and building the device for a design project
required of all senior engineering students.
After turning in their proposal last fall,
engineering
professor
Charles
Adams
presented the project to the City of Sioux
Center for possible funding. Sioux Center, a
member of the American Public Power Association, has been active in promoting and
implementing energy conservation and has
worked with the engineering department in the
past. Last year, seniors John Stuit and Gene
Wubben received a similar grant for their work
on designing a "blower door" which also
measured energy efficiency.
But the completion of this project does not
mean the end of such work for either Timmer or
Smit. Since coming to Dordt both students
have become very interested in energy conservation and solar energy and its applications.
"The courses I took in Solar Energy and in
Technology and Society had a big impact on
what I hope to do after graduation," says
Timmer. Both are considering work or further
study in energy conservation.
D

Natural science grads receive
scholarships'
Several seniors from the natural science divi- Pella, Iowa, also received scholarships or
sion have received substantial awards and assistantships to continue their education.
assistantships
at well-known universities
Geels will study electrical engineering at the
across
the country.
Brian Fikkert,
a University of California at Santa Barbara where
mathematics major from Cedar Grove, Wiscon- he has been awarded a $12,000 assistantship
sin, plans to spend his next four years at Yale plus a tuition waiver. Tolkamp has been acUniversity. Brian will receive $6300 and a full cepted into the mechanical
aerospace
tuition waiver for each of the four years he engineering program and will study computerplans to study economics at Yale.
aided design. He will receive over $11,000 in a
Engineering graduates Randy Geels from grant and assistantship. Timmer and Vander
Sioux Center, Iowa, John Tolkamp from Prince Haar will both attend Iowa State where they
George, British Columbia, Kevin Timmer from have been awarded research assistantships. D
Willmar, Minnesota, and EvanVander Haar from

Ellen De Groot enjoys other kinds 01 writing too. She hes
recently written film reviews for The Banner.

De Groot wins 2nd
place in writing
competition
Senior Ellen De Groot won second place. in
the college division of the Iowa Student as
Critic Competition held on April 11 at the
University of Northern Iowa. The featured
speaker at the day's events was Canadian
author Margaret Atwood, who also happened to
be the subject ot Ellen's critical essay
"Liberating Gothic: Popular Romance Fiction
and Lady Oracle." In fact, it was Atwood who
handed Ellen her award.
The Iowa Student as Critic Competition is an
annual event drawing papers from nearly 500
students in Iowa high schools and colleges.
Students whose papers are accepted participate in group critiques of their papers. The
day ends with an awards banquet. "It was pretty
exciting," says Ellen. "I had visions of tripping
over a rather high step to the podium on my way
to accept the award."
This is the second year that a Dordt student
has been recognized in Jhe Competition. Last
year Laura Obbink won Honorable Mention for
her critical essay. Ten students and English
professors Helen Westra and James Schaap attended this year's event.
D
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Baseball team begins
season in Florida
The men's baseball team also
completed a good year. Their
season began during spring break
when they traveled to Cocoa,
Florida, to participate in the 19th
Annual Christian College Tournament. They played eight games in
four days and also listened to
speeches by professional Christian athletes. According to Coach
Jim Woudstra, the trip was an excellent opportunity to evaluate the
team early in the season. Playing
aqainst other Christian colleges
was also a good experience.
Three seniors will be missed
next year: outfielder Darryl De
Ruiter from Escalon, California,
first baseman Grant Vande Kamp
from Orange City, Iowa, and outfielder Dave Uitermarkt from Pella,
Iowa.
Although the team was well-

balanced between upperclassmen
and freshman, the pitching staff
consisted entirely of freshmen and
sophomores, making next year's
prospects
look good, says
Woudstra. There are two areas he
hopes to see improve. For one, the
team's batting average is not as
high as it could have been.
However, Steve Ver Meer from
Pella, Iowa, helped boost the
team's average with' a batting
average of .440 and Lee Diedrich
Anne Veldman and Peggy Nienhuis set 8 new record for Dordt's relay team.
from Conrad, Montana, finished
with .300.The other area Woudstra
hopes to see improved is defense;
defensive errors cost the team
some games.
On the whole Woudstra was
pleased with the team. Their attitude was excellent and they won
The 1986 Dordt College Track the 4 x 200 meter relay with a time
several games.
0
and Field team has worked hard of 1:51.56.
and rounded off a busy season.
The men's track team, larger
The women's team was small but than the women's, also had a good
very successful.
Outstanding
season. Outstanding player for the
freshman for the team this year team was Kevin Veenstra, most inwas Lavonne Vander Griend, the spirational
was
Duane
most inspirational player was Konynenbelt, and most valuable
Dawn Kroon,' and most valuable was Arden Postma.
player was Anne Veldman. Coach
The freshmen runners were hard
Syne Altena was very pleased with working. They were led by Kevin
how well the women did in their Veenstra from Orange City, Iowa,
meets.
Kyle Beran from Elma, Iowa, and
The three seniors on the team Roger Ellens from South Holland,
were Dawn Kroon from Waupun, Illinois. Other members also perWisconsin, Peggy Nienhuis from formed well. Senior Arden Postma
Victoria, British Columbia, and from Orange City, Iowa, has thrown
Melanie Masters from Alexander shotput, discus, and javelin for
City, Alabama. Kroon and Nienhuis four years. This year he set the
are middle distance runners, and. school record in discus with a
Masters is a long distance runner. throw of 163'. His contribution to
Record performances for the the team will be missed next
women's team this year were made season.
by Anne Veldman in the triple jump
According to Coach Altena, the
with
a
distance
of
35'1",
by
Lisa
future
looks bright since the team
Dordl's annual Ag Day was held on April 25. The day included a Iiveslock show and
Plugers in the 100 meter dash with is losing only three seniors. The
judging contest, farm machinery and product exhibits, a petting zoo, and lots of games
and contests. Seasoned pros and novices alike competed in tractor driving, milking, and
a time of 12.57 seconds, and by team had a lot of self-motivation,
hay stacking contests. In addition, several displays were set up In the Student Union
Peggy Nienhuis, Anne Veldman, said Altena,
an ingredient
Building to share what students have learned.
Lisa Plugers, and Dawn Kroon in necessary in track and field.
0

Women's track team sets new
Dordt records

Christians from across U.S.meet to discuss farm bill
Even before the 1985 farm bill group of 20 people to campus on
had passed Congress or had been February 10-11 for a meeting
signed by President Reagan, organized by professors Edward
James Skillen, executive director Lotterman and Rockne McCarthy..
of the Association for Public Skillen felt that Dordt and APJ
Justice and adjunct professor of could work together profitably on
political science at Dordt began the issue-since Dordt is probably
looking ahead to the next com- the only independent Christian colprehensive farm bill, which is sup- lege to have both an agriculture
posed to be written four or five program and its own farm, and APJ
years from now. During the past. may be the only national Christian
two years Skillen had been trn- citizens organization concerned
pressed not only by the depth of with the multiple dimensions of
the continuing farm crisis but also agricultural justice ..
by the fimited and highly fractured
The idea, which began to take
process which led to the 1985 law. shape in February, is that 20-25
The dominance of interest-group people, representing many others
politics and the absence of strong in all aspects of agricultural life,
administrative leadership, coupled should work together for the next
with Congress's segmented com- several years trying to shape a
mittee and subcommittee struc- "public justice" approach to farm
ture, did not (and perhaps cannot) policy. Instead of waiting until the
lead to an integral farm bill shaped year before the next farm bill and
by an overriding concern for public . then approaching
Congress
justice, says Skillen.
through
the typical
interest
Last fall, Skillen proposed to groups-milk producers, corn proDordt College that it host the first ducers, conservationists,
and
of what might become annual others-this
group would bring
workshops to take a different ap- together its diverse viewpoints
proach to writing future farm now to ask, "What is our common
legislation. Dordt President J.B. concern and responsibility
as
Hulst agreed and welcomed a citizens for public policies that can
VOICE, Page 10
do justice to all agriculturally

related interests
and to all
citizens?"
Those who attended the meeting
at Dordt included such people as
dairy farmer Harry Polinder from
Washington
state; small-town
businessman Lee Plasier from
Sioux
Center;
agricultural
economist Paul Wilson from the
University of Arizona in Tucson;
rice farmer and public policy
analyst Stanley Carlson-Thies from
California;
environmental
specialist Richard Baer from cornell University in New York;
forestlands expert Jan Curry-Roper
from Iowa; the president of the
Christian Farmers Federation in
Ontario, Canada, Tom Oegema;
and farm families from Iowa and
Minnesota who are facing the prospect of going out of business.
The approach that this group
wants to take is different from the
interest-group
approach.
It
assumes that all of us share
responsibility for the public trust.
"Government policy ought to be
more than simply the consequence
of lnterest-qroup
competition
among different groups seeking
protection and advancement for
themselves," says Skillen. "Com-

ing together as citizens to ask
about public justice does not deny
the reality of different private interests. The intention of the group
is not to ignore or discount the
concerns of wheat farmers or
peanut farmers or environmentalists or food processors. Instead,
the project will try to bring these
different perspectives into discussion, guided by the aim of promoting the common public trust
which we share as citizens."
The project is by no means
assured of success. Funding must
still be found to support not only
the annual meetings but also the
important research and discussions that will be conducted in
many places between meetings. A
part-time coordinator
is also
necessary to make the project
possible, says Skillen.
Additional
participants
from
other parts of the country and from
other economic and social sectors
must also be recruited. Your suggestions and contributions to this
project will be welcomed. Contact
Dr. Rockne McCarthy, Dordt College, Sioux Center, Iowa, 51250.
Adaptedfrom
an article in the APJ
Public Justice Report, Apri/1986 0
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Women's softball ends
good season
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The women's softball team had a
good season this year. Consistent
playing won the Lady Defenders
many of their games. The main
reason for their success, according to Coach Mike Vanden Bosch,
was that each member contributed
in different ways.
The team had many strengths.
There was a good balance of old
and new players. Freshmen added
significantly to the team, and the
experienced players did a good job
of giving leadership. Three seniors,
Jaci Engbers from Sully, Iowa,
Rhonda Doss from Prospect Park,
New Jersey, and Donna De Ruyter
from Rock Valley, Iowa, were
valuable as players and teammates.
Pitching was also strong this
year. Ruth Draayer and Vonda

,

Pro-life group co-sponsors
banquet and rally

Broek, both from Sioux Center,
Iowa, did an excellent job, with
earned run averages of .20 and .62.
A strong infield, a dependable out- Right to Life president Wilke, addresses audience
field, good throwing, and fast running were key areas of strength for Pam De Jong
the team. The hitting was also
On Friday, April 18, nearly 350 woman receives medical attention
good; De Ruyter led with a batting people from Iowa, Minnesota, and immediately.
average of .330.
South Dakota gathered at Dordt for
But although pro-life groups are
The team's spiritual strength the second annual Pro-Life ban- making inroads, there continue to
pulled them together, according to quet and rally. Several political
be new threats to the lives of the
Coach Vanden Bosch, especially candidates were also given special unborn. New drugs-abortion
on the spring break trip to Florida invitations. The featured speaker pills-that
will make "at-home
for the 19th Annual Christian Col- for the evening was Dr. John C. abortions" easy are ready to be
lege Tournament. "It was a good Wilke, president of the national marketed by companies such as
experience and an excellent way to Right to Life and international
Upjohn. Wilke urged his audience
start the season."
Right to Life organization.
to boycott all prescription and
Vanden Bosch is looking forWilke titled his address "Where over-the-counter drugs by comward to next season. Since the Have We Come From and Where panies that begin selling such
team is losing only three seniors,
they have an excellent base upon
which to build.
0

Students donate time to
help others
Even though their studies don't
leave Dordt students with much
spare time, many of them put a
priority on Christian service. Over
the past semester, several student
groups have addressed a variety of
concerns and needs.
Some of the efforts
were
focused locally. On Valentine's
Day, many students participated in
a huq-a-thon to raise money for the
Domestic Violence Aid Center in

land Diaconal Conference.
The Volunteer Club is one of the
largest on campus, with about 50
members. Students spend an
average of two hours per week
visiting the elderly in nursing
homes and hospitals, working with
disabled clients at Hope Haven
and Village Northwest Unlimited,
and being "pals"
to young
children.
The phrases, "Tuma's bull" and
"Sempangi's books" have become
familiar on campus since the
World Hunger Awareness Club, the
Agriculture Club, and the Spiritual
Activities Committee and the East
Campus residents have initiated
projects to raise money for Christians in Uganda. Dr. Tom Tuma
from Uganda attended the International Conference of Institutions of
Christian Higher Education a few
years ago. While touring the
Stewardship Center, he mentioned
that they desperately needed a
good bull to improve the dairy
stock in his community. As a
result, the clubs began "skip-aJohn Fisher, a junior from Waupun,
meal days." Students skipped a
Wisconsin, was one of several students
who spent two Saturday mornings
meal and donated the money to the
cleaning and painting rooms for a
fund.
clothing center.
The need of Dr. Kesa Sempangi
Sioux Center. Junior Laura De came to the attention of students
Boom surprised her sponsors by after Dr. John Vander Stelt reo
hugging 210 peopie that day. The ceived a letter asking for help in
replacing his library which had
group raised $492.00.
The
newly-formed
SACS been destroyed in a military coup.
(Students Active in Christian Ser- Sempangi needs books to convice) Club began their work with a tinue to educate Christians in
rock-a-thon. Several students kept Uganda. East Campus residents
chairs rocking an entire night to responded and have sponsored
raise money or canned goods for several fund-raising activities.
"We're seeing a real trend
the Mid-Sioux Opportunity Council
Food Pantry. SACS members also toward service," says Dean of
Students Marion Van Soelen. "The
spent two Saturday mornings
cleaning and painting the two students are serious about their
rooms that will house a clothing commitment to serving God and
0
center being set up by the Sioux- his creation."

Kim Verhey, Gwen Burggraaf, Shelly Brouwer, and Greg Boer, membere 01 the Dordl
Defenders

of Life, receive an autographed

Are We Going?" Beginning with
the nebulous constitutional basis
for the Roe vs. Wade Supreme
Court decision, he asserted that
the tide is now turning in favor of
life rather than abortion. Several
examples
were
cited
to
demonstrate his claim. In a recent
debate between pro-abortion and
pro-life representatives, students
from several colleges were asked
to vote for the winner, he said. The
result was 58 to 42 percent for the
pro-life position. As further support, Wilke pointed out that in the
United States there are nearly 2000
anti-abortion centers and 3000
pregnancy crisis centers which
reach out to help those trapped in
an unwanted pregnancy.
Wilke spent part of his lecture
refuting two main arguments proabortion gtoups give for abortion:
illegal
abortions
are terribly
dangerous for women and rape vic,
tims should not have to carry the
child that may result. Wilke said
that it was the introduction of
penicillin that dropped the fatality
rate of abortions, not the legalization of abortion. He also explained
that pregnancies resulting from
rape are both very rare and 100 percent preventable if the assaulted

Dordt commended for low default rate
Dordt's president, Dr. J.B. Hulst,
recently received a letter congratUlating the college for having a
National Direct Student Loan Program default rate of five percent or
less. The letter came from the National Association
of Student
Financial Aid Administrators.
The standard of performance required by the Education Department is an institutional default rate

of ten percent, with the national
average being 8.96 percent. Dordt's
default rate is less than 1.8 percent.
NASFAA also notified Iowa's
United States Senators Grassley
and Harkin of the success of Dordt
College and other Iowa schools
with default rates of five percent or
less. The association is concerned
that loans continue to be available

to needy students.
Wrote Dallas Martin, executive
director of NASFAA, "When so
much of the public's attention is
directed towards those few individuals and institutions that have
failed to live up to their responsibilities, we believe that equal attention should be paid to those
who have performed well."
0

copy of a book from Dr. John Wilke.

drugs.
To conclude, Wilke stated that
we are experiencing a Christian
revival in our time. He affirmed that
"the anti-abortion movement is on
the cutting edge" and encouraged
the audience to "believe that we
are winning." He also urged people
to vote for candidates who will
support pro-life positions. If we do,
he pledged, "we will solve this incredible holocaust."
The banquet and rally held at
Dordt were sponsored by five
groups: Bethany Christian Services, the Sioux land Christian Action Council, the Agape Christian
Action Council, O'Brien County
Christian Action Council, and the
Dordt Defenders of Life.
The Dordt Defenders of Life is a
new student group begun this
semester. Organized by several
concerned students, the group
held its first meeting in February
and drew 24 students. Their aim is
to live their faith in practical ways.
'The pro-life group has had a very
strong start, according to faculty.
advisor Dennis DeJong. The enthusiasm of the. students and the
encouragement they received from
the local Christian Action Councils
led them to sponsor two main
events already this semester. In addition to the banquet and rally,
they also sponsored a presentation
by Nancy Jo Mann, a woman who
speaks of her abortion experience.
Members of the group are also circulating a letter to present to President Reagan, gathering signatures
in support of a human life amendmeMo
0
Pam De Jong is a mother and
former high school teache.r.
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